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Response PS‐3: Schools



Issues Raised by Commenters

This response addresses all or part of the following comment, which are quoted below: I - MacKenzie1 - I – MacKenzie1 - 2 I - MacKenzie1 – 3



“ The commenter indicates that not developing the proposed project, and the commenter’s

Proposed“indoor Warriors Arena Classroom,” would have a number of negative socio‐economic

effects, including loss of: socio‐economic growth, business opportunities, educational and career development programs, jobs, internships, leadership training and support for Bay Area high school and college age students, non‐profit youth and community organizations.



The commenter’s proposed indoor Warriors Arena Classroom is not part of the proposed project, and consequently, is not considered for analysis in this SEIR. Furthermore, the assessment of economic or social effects is not within the purview of CEQA, unless an economic effect would itself result in an environmental impact (CEQA Guidelines Section 15131). All potential impacts of the proposed project on public schools are addressed in the SEIR Initial Study Section E.12, Public Services, which is included in Appendix NOP‐IS of the SEIR. As discussed therein, the overall Mission Bay plan included the transfer of land within the plan area for a new 500‐student elementary school to the San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD) prior to issuance of building permits for the Mission Bay plan residential units. On this basis, the Mission Bay FSEIR concluded that Mission Bay plan impacts to public schools would be less than significant. Potential impacts associated with the construction and operation of the new school were included in the overall analysis of the Mission Bay plan in the Mission Bay FSEIR. That document also determined that the proposed school site within the Mission Bay plan area would not be large enough to house a middle school or high school, or all of the potential new elementary school students, and consequently, that additional classroom space would need to be developed by SFUSD outside of the Mission Bay plan area, most likely for all grade levels. The Mission Bay FSEIR concluded it was too speculative to identify impacts from construction of additional school facilities, although any new facilities that would be proposed by SFUSD would be subject to appropriate environmental review for site‐specific physical environmental impacts.”



Because the proposed project does not include a residential component, the proposed project will not bring new school‐aged children to the area. Even if it did, however, there would be legal limitations on the City’s ability to deal with any resulting increases in student numbers. Local governments’ ability to mitigate for school‐related impacts is limited under 1998 legislation commonly known as Senate Bill 50. Among other things, Senate Bill 50 eliminated local governments’ ability to turn down development projects (whether legislative or adjudicatory in character) on the ground that they would cause or exacerbate school overcrowding (Gov. Code, § 65996, subd. (b)); and, with some qualifications, the legislation capped the amount of fees that could be imposed on new development by school districts, cities, and counties (id., § 65995, subd. (h)). Please also refer to the No Project Alternative in Section 7, Alternatives, in the SEIR for a discussion of potential environmental effects if the proposed project were not to be developed. Nonetheless, when

deciding whether or not to approve the project, the OCII would consider the environmental impacts and all other relevant information, including social or economic effects.

________________________________



13.18.4 Schools (PS‐3)

Volume 5 / Pages 13.18.9 through 13.18.12 / Response PS‐3: Schools



“One of many potential impacts that a “No Project Alternative” would have if the construction of the

proposed Warrior’s San Francisco Arena & Event Center is not built at this Mission Bay location, is a fact

that has become crystal clear; that is, the Warriors would not be able to return to San Francisco in order

to build a new state‐of‐the‐art Arena & Event Center. This option would also prevent the opportunity to

offer an indoor multi‐purpose facility that would provide not only Warriors professional NBA basketball

games, concerts and a variety of sports tournaments and games for numerous college, high schools and

other youth programs, but it would also prevent the potential creation of an innovative Model indoor

Education & Career Development Classroom within this facility capable of offering a wide range of socialeconomic

benefits including education, career development programs and new businesses for an untold

amount of public and private sector organizations, students and youth, young adults, families and our

entire San Francisco‐Oakland Bay Area Community as a whole.



“This is a unique opportunity to build an Event Center and Mixed‐Use Development at Mission Bay on

Blocks 29‐32, that can offer unique and invaluable incentives, inspiration and real‐world career guidance

and skills development and leadership training opportunities for our youth that would disappear if this

Warriors Arena project does not get built. This project can also inspire and create new jobs and careers, as

well as build education and career development programs that will not be possible in any other central

location in San Francisco, Oakland or other Bay Area cities. I believe it would be an unfortunate failure of

our collective responsibilities if we do not cooperate as a city and community and demonstrate the

successful leadership necessary to construct an NBA Arena in San Francisco at the Mission Bay location.

This is a once in a life time opportunity for San Francisco leaders to collaborate effectively in order to

build a professional sports facility integrated with a model visionary, innovative and strategically located

indoor Classroom facility capable of enhancing and expanding our capacity to establish effective wideranging

and healthy socio‐economic growth and opportunities for our entire diverse, cross‐cultural San

Francisco community. At the same time, I believe our public and private sector agencies, corporate

leaders and Non‐Profit Foundations and officials can work together in collaboration with the Warriors in

order to benefit, support and share their professional knowledge and experience inside this Arena &

Event Center environment for all our San Francisco, Oakland and our Bay Area schools, youth, teachers,

families and communities all year‐round.” (Dennis MacKenzie, email, July 26, 2015 [I‐MacKenzie1‐1])



“Once again, the failure to build this Arena & Event Center ‐ including the loss of socio‐economic growth,

enhanced and newly created business opportunities and a wide range of educational and career

development programs, jobs, internships, practical real‐world experience, leadership training and

comprehensive support for our San Francisco, Oakland and Bay Area high school and college age students,

non‐profit youth and community organizations that can all be served year‐round through visiting an

indoor Warriors Arena Classroom ‐ would be a huge loss for all sectors of our San Francisco, Oakland and

the Bay Area Community; as well as the loss of creating an educational Model for our nations professional

sports organizations and teams that would be worthy of emulation for future construction of Arenas and

Stadiums throughout our country – and beyond.

OCII Case No. ER 2014‐919‐97 13.18‐9 Event Center and Mixed‐Use Development
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“The potential loss of building this San Francisco Warriors professional NBA Basketball Arena & Event

Center, would also include the lost opportunity to create a model facility with the visionary capacity to

initiate and develop an Education and Career Development Classroom in collaboration with San Francisco

government, public and private sector officials and business leaders, the San Francisco Unified School

District, non‐profit youth and community organizations; while at the same time, create effective

partnerships with public‐private Non‐Profit Foundations and philanthropists for financial support and

matching funds as well.



“The loss of this unique opportunity would also prevent enhancing and expanding much needed

opportunities for our San Francisco‐Oakland and Bay Area high schools and college students. This Mission

Bay location also has the opportunity to inspire new businesses, and offer our public‐private sectors and

government leaders and agencies to work together in order to enhance and expand long‐term,

comprehensive socio‐economic initiatives and cross‐cultural, international sports and education exchange

programs as well; if not, this will be instead ‐ a huge and irreplaceable missed opportunity for our

interdependent communities of San Francisco, Oakland and the entire Bay Area.” (Dennis MacKenzie,

email, July 26, 2015 [I‐MacKenzie1‐2])

_________________________



“My comments and perspectives below address these above items contained within the SEIR, and the

‘less than significant’ impact, which will not require any additional schools to be built for our San

Francisco Unified School District and family needs. With this in mind, I ask that our collective efforts

envision this opportunity to build a Warriors Arena & Event Center in Mission Bay to be considered an

invaluable opportunity for the Warriors, City and County of San Francisco’s public and private sector

officials, the SF Chamber of Commerce, Non‐Profit Foundations and organizations – as well as business

and community leaders to support the inclusion of an indoor Classroom to be built within this Warriors

facility that can be accessible to all of our San Francisco Unified School District’s high schools, students

and teachers in order to initiate, create and establish an Educational Methodology Model ‘Magnet

Education & Career Development Classroom’ within this Warriors Arena & Event Center in Mission Bay:

“I believe the proposal I have shared with the Warriors and all San Francisco public and private sector

officials, agencies and leaders can create a “Model Magnet Sports Management & Facilities Operations

Pathway” studies, including the numerous multi‐media, journalism, business and other curriculums I’ve

shared with you, the Warriors, all San Francisco Unified School District leaders and San Francisco officials

that can contribute to our current challenge to attract parents and families to raise their children in San

Francisco, and attend our San Francisco public schools. The numerous jobs and careers associated with

any professional Basketball Arena and NBA team, ownership and organization, could initiate

tremendously inspiring incentives for high school age students to listen to and learn from all the

professionals presenting their knowledge, experience and guidance within this proposed state‐of‐the‐art

Warriors Arena and Event Center High School‐College Career Pathway & Field Study Classroom. I trust

there would be tremendous interest throughout our San Francisco and Bay Area communities and schools

to participate and become involved in an education system that included real‐world experience and

training within this Warriors Arena in San Francisco’s Mission Bay.



“This indoor Warriors Arena Classroom would have the capacity to create first‐of‐its‐kind Model

programs; including the ability to serve as a model for building future NBA Arenas throughout the

country, and the Americas ‐ as well as a unique opportunity to serve our community, city, state and

country by establishing and building a National Model for other professional sports organizations and

teams across the country for generations to come.



“In addition to my comments above addressing these issues contained within the SEIR, I respectfully ask

that you and your OCII and Planning Department staff and city officials take into consideration the details

of the comprehensive programs and positive influential impacts of this Arena that I have shared with you

through my previous communications and materials in writing and in public comments at both the OCII

and Planning Commission hearings regarding this Arena & Event Center, my proposal to include a high

school classroom within this Arena, and this Environmental Impact Report.
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“I respectfully ask that my proposal requesting the Warriors and SF city officials and leaders collaborate in

order to include the far‐reaching positive impact the construction of a High School‐College Career

Pathway & Field Study Classroom© within this SF‐Warriors Multi‐Use Arena & Event Center can have for

San Francisco and this proposed project to be built on Blocks 29‐32 in Mission Bay. I also ask that this

Environmental Impact Report consider ‐ and comment on ‐ the immense potential loss that not building

this Arena & Event Center would have; including the lost socio‐economic benefits and educational

programs and options lost through the failure to build this project would have without initiating a national

Model Education and Career Development Classroom for the benefit of supporting our students, youth,

young adults, families, communities and newly created business opportunities in the present ‐ and for

generations to come.” (Dennis MacKenzie, email, July 26, 2015 [I‐MacKenzie1‐3])

_________________________





City Hall, Room 416 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102
 
 
Re:                                                                     SPECIAL MEETING
                         *  Public Hearing / Special Meeting Agenda – Tuesday, November 3, 2015 /
10:00 am
                                    Commission on Community Investment and Infrastructure                
                                                            Successor Agency Commission          
 
(Items 5(a), 5(b), 5(c) 5(d) and 5(e) related to Golden State Warriors Event Center
and Mixed-Use Development on Blocks 29-32 will be heard together, but acted on
separately)
 
 
Dear President Rosales, Commissioners and Director Bohee,
 
I want to thank the OCII and Planning departments and your staffs for the comprehensive
study and work you’ve provided to ensure this Mission Bay location for the Warriors Arena
& Event Center can address the numerous community issues, traffic concerns and challenges
successfully. 
 
I also want to share my whole-hearted support for this Commission to certify the Final
Subsequent Environmental Impact Report, the Major Phase and Basic Concept/Schematic
Design applications - and all the items before you - in order to move forward on the
construction of this Warriors Arena & Event Center and Mixed-Use Development on Blocks
29-32 in Mission Bay South.
 
In addition, I would like to briefly state for clarification in regards to my comments and the
EIR’s response to my request that the Warriors include a High School Classroom inside the
Arena & Event Center, that the intentions and purpose of my proposal is to respectfully ask
that the Warriors consider the potential long-term and comprehensive community benefits
that can be gained through utilizing their professional NBA Warriors Organization and
Team, and work through their Community Foundation to build a Model education and
career development program that can benefit our San Francisco and Bay Area schools,
students and non-profit youth organizations all year-round.  I believe the Warriors can
create an NBA Model education and career development program capable of providing
innovative, practical, real-world business and leadership opportunities they can promote to
all the NBA Teams around the country.  It was never my intention to ask the Warriors or the
San Francisco Unified School District to build a School in the Mission Bay neighborhood, or
any other location in San Francisco.
 
Once again, thank you for all the good work that was necessary to complete this EIR, in
order to support the construction of the Warriors Arena & Event Center.  I wish the Warriors
and all the City and County of San Francisco public and private sector leaders and officials
the very best in your partnership to design and build a model, state-of-the-art facility to
benefit everyone – for generations to come.



 
Thank you for your time, consideration and support.
 
Sincerely,
Dennis MacKenzie
 
Enclosed:
 
 


